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Requirement for Re-Appointment 
ISAF Regulation 34.5 

A submission from the All Russia Yachting Federation 

PROPOSAL: 
Amend Regulation 34.5 as follows: 

A candidate for re-appointment shall: 

(a)  apply directly to the ISAF. The candidate’s MNA shall be informed of the renewal 
application; 

(b) send the application on the official form, to be received by the ISAF Secretariat 
by 01 September.  For the re-appointment the requirements are: 
- to attend an ISAF Umpiring Seminar in the last four years, Regulation 

34.6(b), and  
- pass on-water assessment; such assessment shall be passed under the 

control of an instructor, appointed/recognised by the ISAF. 
The applications shall be considered at the time of the ISAF Annual Meeting 

For re-appointment, the requirements to attend an ISAF Umpiring Seminar in the last 
four years (Regulation 34.6(b)) and pass the on-the-water assessment (Regulation 
34.6(c)) do not apply. Applicants for re-appointment will be required to pass the current 
written examination. no earlier than 4 years prior to 01 September of the year of re-
application and no later than 31 December of the year of re-application. If an applicant 
has not passed the examination by 31 December but does so by 01 May of the 
following year they will still be considered a re-applicant and re-instated immediately as 
an IU provided that all other criteria are satisfied. An applicant that does not pass the 
test by 01 May the following year will, unless there are exceptional circumstances, only 
be considered for appointment at the following Annual ISAF Meeting, and then, only as 
a new applicant.  

The applications shall be considered at the time of the Annual ISAF Meeting.  

Applicants who fail the written examination may take a new examination, but not 
normally within six months after the first one.   

Applicants who fail the examination more than once shall be assessed on an individual 
basis. 

CURRENT POSITION: 
See above. 

REASON: 
It is not clear, why the IU plasticizing on regular basis shall pass new written examination; in 
practice an umpire meets much more standard situations compared to the restricted number 
of those covered   by the Test; 
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The action of “to see (a situation) – evaluate - react” while passing the written Test, on one 
hand, and dealing with real situation on water, on the other, is psychologically (and even 
physiologically) of quite different nature; it’s well known number of examples when those who 
passed the Test could not use their knowledge properly when umpiring on water. 
In many cases, the text of questions of the Test is of misleading nature, so the true goal for 
an applicant becomes rather TO UNDERSTAND WHAT IN FACT THEY WANT HIM/HER TO 
ANSWER then promptly recognize the scenario and give the correct answer. 
In many cases the reply to a question includes more than one correct answers (“ticks”), 
which is completely against of the standards on how any TEST of that type should be 
constructed; there always shall be only ONE correct answer. 
There is no clear-cut argument why the requirement to pass the written examination exists 
only for the umpires.  The other categories of international officers have options when 
applying for renewal of their status. 
Commentary:    In case the ISAF sees it is vital, it may establish the requirements to pass the 
Written Test for the applicants to the Special ISAF Events, like Cup of America etc. 
 


